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Once upon a time, there was a blue planet far out in space. At first sight, 
it looked like a very ordinary blue planet and it’s unlikely that an 
astrologist or astronaut would even have given it a second glance. A sun 
and a moon circled the planet once every day and wind swayed the grass 
and flowers, while waterfalls tumbled from high mountains into deep, 
dark canyons. Clouds were blown across the sky and stars twinkled 
behind them. The planet was covered with lands and around each land 
was an ocean that could be as calm as a mirror until it was caught by the 
roaring winds and smashed into a thousand drops on rocky shores. 

The blue planet was very special for one reason: only children lived there. 
Plants and animals lived there too of course, but all around the planet 
were children in all shapes and sizes. Big children, small children, chubby 
children and skinny children, and some were even weird like the child you 
see in the mirror. There were many more than a hundred of them, so let’s 
just say that they were countless. 

VIPERS Questions 

1) V: What does “unlikely” mean? 
2) V: Can you think of a more scientific word that could have been 

used instead of “circled”? 
3) V: What does “glance” mean? 
4) V: What is a canyon? 
5) V: What does “tumbled” tell us about the way that the water moves 

in the waterfall? 
6) V: Give three synonyms that the author could have used instead of 

“big”. 
7) V: Give three synonyms that the author could have used instead of 

“small”. 
8) V: What does as “calm as a mirror” tell us about the ocean? 
9) V: Find a synonym in the text for “broken.” 
10) I: What does “roaring winds” tell us about the weather? 
11) I: Do you think the planet is peaceful? Give evidence for your 

answer. 
12) P: Using the front cover and what we have read so far, what 

do you think the story might be about? Make a short prediction. 
13) E: Why was the planet special? 
14) R: What lived on the planet? 
15) R: How do we know that there is weather on the planet? 
16) R: How many children were there on the planet? 
17) R: What did the planet look like? 
18) S: Explain what has happened in the text so far. You are 

allowed to use one sentence of any length for each paragraph. 
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Further thinking  

These questions need detailed answers – write at least 3-4 sentences. 

1) “Weird, like the child you see in the mirror.” Explain the humour 
used by the author here. 

2) What do you think the children ate and drank? What evidence is 
there for your answer? 

3) What are the similarities and differences between the blue planet 
and our planet? 

4) What problems might be caused by there being only children living 
on the planet? 

5) What benefits might there be because of only children living on the 
planet? 

Answers 

1) V: “Unlikely” means that something is not very likely to happen. 
2) V: Orbited. 
3) V: A “glance” is a quick look. 
4) V: A canyon is a deep gorge, often with a river flowing through it. 
5) V: “Tumbled” tells us that the water is flowing quickly and out of 

control in a downwards direction. 
6) V: Large, huge, massive, colossal, gargantuan – there are others. 
7) V: Little, miniature, microscopic, tiny – there are others. 
8) V: A mirror’s surface is very smooth and shiny and the author is 

saying that the ocean’s surface is smooth as well – so smooth that 
it looks shiny, like a mirror. 

9) V: A synonym for “broken” is “smashed.” 
10) I: “Roaring winds” tells us that the wind is very strong and 

noisy. It makes us think of the roar of a powerful animal such as a 
lion, which gives us an idea about how loud it is. 

11) I: A variety of answers – make sure that you have given 
evidence (a quote) to explain your answer. 

12) P: A variety of answers which link to what we have read 
already. 

13) E: Only children lived there. 
14) R: Children, plants and animals. 
15) R: “Roaring winds” are mentioned. Sometimes the sea is calm 

and sometimes it is stormy, telling us that there are weather 
differences. 

16) R: More than a hundred; countless. 
17) R: The planet had lots of lands separated by oceans. 

Sometimes the oceans were calm and sometimes there were 
stormy. There were grasses and flowers and waterfalls. In the sky 
was a sun and a moon and stars. There were high mountains and 
deep canyons. 

18) S: A variety of answers. 
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